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Town Board Work Session Minutes 

Wednesday April 14, 2021 

7:00 PM 

 

I. Call to Order 

 

 Present: 

 Supervisor LaFountain 

 Deputy Town Clerk    Sue Scheidt 

 

 Also Present: 

 Town Engineer/Dir. Of Planning  Mark Valentine 

 Director of Developmental Services Jim Costello 

 Director of Public Works   Eric Tait 

 

 Also Present Via Zoom:  

 Councilwoman Drawe 

 Councilwoman Kohl  

 Councilman Ockenden 

 Councilman Moore 

 

 Supervisor LaFountain read a brief statement into the record. 

 “Due to the Public Health and Safety Concerns related to  

 Covid-19, this meeting is being conducted remotely pursuant to 

 the Governor’s Executive orders including Executive order 

 202.1. “The meeting is being recorded and broadcast live on the 

 Town of Penfield website at www.Penfield.org and the Town’s 

 Government Access channel 1303” and on streaming media device: 

 ROKU, Apple TV, and Amazon Fire. Search “Penfield TV” in your 

 device’s app store, it is free. The meeting will be later 

 transcribed. Questions regarding video coverage please contact 

 Penfield TV at (585)340-8661. 

 

  

  

 

II. Approval of Minutes –  

Councilwoman Drawe moved for the approval of the Minutes of March 

24, 2021, Councilwoman Kohl seconded. All present voted “Aye.”  

 

III. Monthly Reports – Most reports are in, the balance is expected by 

Friday. 

 

IV. Public Hearing – None 

 

V. Guests 

 

 a. David Thomas, Proposed disc golf course at Shadow Pines – 

 Costello 

 

Supervisor LaFountain gave a brief introduction. He stated the 

prospect of a disc golf course is consistent with the Shadow Pines 

conceptual master plan, approved by the Town Board in 2020.  

http://www.penfield.org/
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Mr. Thomas and his crew of retired professionals, Mr. Craig Rand and 

Mr. Gary Snef joined the meeting via Zoom. Together they have many 

years of experience in the sport. Mr. Thomas stated he became involved 

with disc golf almost 30 years ago as a physical educator. He has 

initiated disc golf courses in several neighboring towns and local 

colleges. Mr. Thomas stated he was thrilled when a resident suggested 

that he contact the Town Supervisor regarding the purposed site of 

Shadow Pines, with his experience in the development of disc golf 

courses. 

 

Mr. Thomas stated he and his crew visited the site. They prepared an 

interesting and challenging, user friendly community course, utilizing 

much of the original course without infringing on the current paths or 

neighboring properties. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated Andrew Spencer of BME Engineering, 

designed the master plan. He expected they would make contact with Mr. 

Thomas. Supervisor LaFountain stated the Board would like to begin to 

incorporate some of the proposals into the master plan and begin to 

move forward with next step. 

 

Mr. Rand stated the course they purpose has been designed with some 

flexibility for changes in the future. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain confirmed the proposal was received by the Board 

along with the outline of the Town’s and designer’s responsibilities. 

  

Councilman Moore stated he appreciates the group’s design efforts in 

being respectful of the walking paths and preserving much of the 

original Shadow Pines golf course. He also stated he would like to see 

some development and planning to begin to move forward. Councilman 

Moore inquired about the mowing and upkeep of the disc golf course. 

 

Dave Thomas responded by referring the group to a YouTube video of 

similar course designs. The mowing and upkeep would depend on the 

layout of the course, the weather and “your preference.” He also 

mentioned they purpose to use flat stone tee boxes that are even with 

the ground, so that mowing would go right over. He also commented on 

the fact that the existing mature trees at Shadow Pines would be 

incorporated into the design of the course. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain shared a visual of the proposed layout of the 

disc gold course within the Shadow Pines Master plan. (see attached) 

 

Councilman Moore stated he’d like to see an engineering firm take a 

look at the purposed designs and how they fit into the overall master 

plan for Shadow Pines. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated a first draft was shared with staff and 

the board earlier today. A second draft is expected later this week 

for discussion at next week’s meeting. 
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Mr. Rand stated an anonymous donor with be donating $6,000 to $7,000 

for the baskets. He stated they would be helping with the stones and 

pins for the baskets and tee boxes.  

 

Councilwoman Drawe stated she is in favor of the addition of disc golf 

to the Shadow Pines plan and moving forward with the engineer. 

 

Mr. Rand thanked the board for the opportunity to present. He stated 

there are about 25 disc golf courses within western New York. He 

stated, if approved, they could have the course up and running in 

about 6 weeks. 

 

Councilman Ockenden questioned similar courses in the area. He also 

appreciates the consideration given to the neighboring properties and 

incorporating the existing trees into the course design and including 

the bike and walking paths. 

 

Councilwoman Kohl stated this would be a great recreational addition 

to the Shadow Pines plan and appreciated the trio’s presentation. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain did a quick summary and went over next steps. 

 

 

 

VI. ACTION ITEMS 

 

a. Creation of a Special Improvement district for Shady Rock 
Subdivision – Valentine 

 

Mr. Valentine stated he received some additional questions after the 

Public Hearing on April 7, 2021 however they had no impact regarding 

the creation of the special district. 

 

Mr. Costello stated he received an email from Ms. Kessler regarding an 

unrelated drainage issue. Sara Waterman is addressing her concern. 

 

Councilwoman Kohl moved to go forward with the creation of a Special 

Improvement district for the Shady Rock Subdivision. Seconded by 

Councilman Moore. All present voted “Aye.” 

 

b. Chiropractic Office at 1801 Penfield Road – Costello 
 

Mr. Costello offered a brief recap of the Public Hearing on April 7, 

2021. Mr. DeNero represented his son in the application to open a 

chiropractic office with massage. Renovations to the office are 

expected to take 6 months. Other factors that were outlined were 

parking, sign compliance, hours of operation and expected staff. 

 

Michael DeNero joined the meeting via Zoom. 

 

Councilman Moore stated he appreciates the local business. 

 

Councilman Moore moved to approve the application. Seconded by 

Councilman Ockenden. All present voted “Aye”. 
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 c. Grill & Service Area and Live Music in the Outdoor Dining Area 

 of the South Bay Bar & Grill at 1300 Empire Blvd. – Costello 

 

Mr. Costello did a quick recap of the Public Hearing on April 7, 2021. 

Mr. Costello stated Mark DeSantis was asking for a 10’x13’ galvanized 

roof building to provide for outdoor cooking for the summer months of 

April through November. He’s also requesting live music on the 

weekend. 

 

Michelle Russo and Mark DeSantis joined the meeting via Zoom.  

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated there was question as to the type of 

music, either acoustic or amplified. The applicants are asking for 

amplified music. 

 

Councilman Moore repeated his statement at the public hearing as to 

the importance of being consistent with music of other businesses in 

the LaSalle’s Landing area. 

 

Mr. Costello stated other businesses have been allowed amplified 

music, naming K2 Brewery and Joe Gatts. The key is the intensity of 

the site and the number of musicians. Mr. Costello stated there have 

been no complaints to date. Mr. Costello reminded the Board of the 

approved applications for amplified music at Murphy’s Law in April of 

2019 and K2 Brewery in October 2018. Each approved for music on the 

weekends until 10PM. He also stated there were no complaints. 

 

Councilwoman Kohl stated she is in favor of the allowing the amplified 

music as long as it stays within the property and isn’t a disturbance 

to the neighbors with a curfew of 10PM. She stated any complaints 

would be addressed. 

 

Mr. Costello stated the drawings of the purposed outdoor grilling area 

building would be set on their existing paved area and is not a 

concern. 

  

Councilwoman Kohl moved to support the application for the grill and 

service area and live music on weekends until 10PM. Seconded by 

Councilman Moore. All present “Aye”. 

 

 d. Conversion of the Daisy Flour Mill from a Banquet and Catering 

 Facility to a Restaurant and Dog Care Facility at 1880 Blossom 

 Road – Costello 

 

Mr. Costello gave a brief update of the Public Hearing on April 7, 

2021. At that time the applicants presented their plans to refurbish 

the Daisy Flour Mill. The newer portion of the building would be 

dedicated to a dog day care center with the historic portion of the 

building being the restaurant bar area. On April 8, 2021 the 

applicants invited the board and neighbors to tour the building along 

with their contractor for a better understanding of their plan. Some 

areas of structural concern were pointed out. The applicant also 
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pointed out some large trees they’d like to remove in an effort to be 

proactive in avoiding possible heavy wind damage later.  

Since the tour, some changes have been made from the original 

application. The applicants have withdrawn their request for outdoor 

dog activities to address the concerns of the neighbors.  

 

Councilman Ockenden stated he appreciated the opportunity to visit the 

site and take in the history. He’s happy to see a plan to bring the 

building back to life and commends the applicants for considering 

their neighbors in this project. 

 

Councilwoman Drawe stated she as well appreciated being invited to 

tour the establishment. She thanked the applicants for bringing their 

business to Penfield and for being considerate by addressing the 

concerns of the neighbors that also toured the building.  

 

Mr. Costello added a couple of changes will be soundproofing the dog 

room and also the addition of overnight boarding of 10-15 dogs with 

remote monitoring. 

 

Councilwoman Kohl stated she’s happy with the creative idea of 

preserving this historical building. She remembered attending several 

events at the site, including family gatherings. 

 

Mr. Costello added the applicants are aware that any exterior 

modifications will need to be approved by the historic preservation 

board, including the removal of any trees. 

 

Councilwoman Kohl moved to approve the conversion of the Daisy Flour 

Mill from a banquet and catering facility to a restaurant and dog care 

facility at 1880 Blossom Road. Seconded by Councilwoman Drawe. All 

present voted “Aye.” 

 

Supervisor LaFountain reminded the Board and any other viewers tonight 

that items (g) and (h) have been withdrawn from the agenda. 

 

 e. Hold Harmless agreement Request – 5 Tuscany Lane – Valentine 

 

Mr. Valentine stated he met with the homeowner, Mr. Randall, on site 

last week to review his application to install a fence within his 

property limits. Mr. Valentine stated there is a storm sewer and catch 

basin on the western side of his property. He explained the concern of 

installing a fence over the top of a pipe and catch basin. Mr. Randall 

understood the concern and agreed to install the fence a couple of 

feet inside the line. 

 

Homeowner John Randall joined the meeting via Zoom. 

 

Mr. Valentine reviewed the responsibilities of the agreement with the 

homeowner and how it may affect future access to the pipe. 

 

Councilman Moore moved to approve the Hold Harmless agreement at 5 

Tuscany Lane. Seconded by Councilman Ockenden. All present voted 

“Aye.” 



6 

 

 f. Hold Harmless Agreement Request – 10 Starcrest Lane –Valentine 

 

Mr. Valentine stated he reviewed the process with homeowner Kristen 

Mancuso. Mr. Valentine stated this property was before the board a 

couple of years ago for the installation of a pool. There is a 

drainage buffer area at the rear of the property. They did some 

grading of the drainage area at the time of the pool install. At this 

point they are looking to install a shed. A small portion of the shed 

would encroach the graded area again. Mr. Valentine stated he didn’t 

see any additional impact to the drainage area. There is no pipe 

involved. 

  

Mr. Valentine reviewed the intent of a hold harmless agreement with 

the homeowners. 

 

Kristen Mancuso joined the meeting via Zoom. 

 

Homeowner Kristen stated the reason for choosing the placement of the 

shed was to avoid removing any trees. 

 

Councilman Moore moved to go forward with the Hold Harmless Agreement. 

Seconded by Councilwoman Kohl. All present voted “Aye.” 

 

 g. Hold Harmless Agreement Request – 27 Tuscany Lane – Withdrawn 

 

 h. Hold Harmless Agreement Request – 206 Millford Crossing -  

    Withdrawn 

 

 i. Harris-Whalen Trailhead on Route 250 Tree Removal – Tait 

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated this item was held by the Board several 

weeks ago for further discussion. At this point the Board agreed that 

no additional trees would be removed from that area. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated town crews will not do any work in that 

area unless a tree comes down across the sidewalk or roadway due to 

natural causes. If so the town will work with NYS Department of 

Transportation to resolve the matter.  

 

 j. Hold Harmless Agreement Request – 23 Cardogan Square – Tait 

 

Mr. Tait stated he was contacted last week by the Town Fire Marshal. 

The homeowner requests a permit to install a home backup generator on 

the east side of their garage. There is an existing storm sewer 

easement along the eastern property line that extends 10 feet in 

either direction. Mr. Tait stated due to separation requirements and 

the size of the generator, the placement of the generator would 

encroach the easement by approximately 6 inches. 

 

Mr. Tait stated he reviewed the requirements of the agreement with the 

homeowner and the understanding that if maintenance of the pipe was 

required at any time in the future, they would be required to relocate 

the generator at their expense. 
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Councilman Moore moved to approve the hold harmless agreement. 

Seconded by Councilwoman Drawe. All present voted “Aye.” 

 

 K. Tree Removal – 1724 Kennedy Road – Tait 

 

Mr. Tait stated he was contacted by Mr. Brown, the property owner of 

1724 Kennedy Road. Mr. Tait stated the homeowner stated he had 

professionals evaluate the health of the existing trees on his 

property. As part of the evaluation, it was determined the health of a 

tree, located closest to the road in the town right-of-way is 

declining. Mr. Brown approached Mr. Tait to see if the town would 

assist in taking the tree down in an effort to be proactive before the 

tree comes down across the road causing damage and pulling down 

existing power lines. 

 

Councilman Ockenden asked Mr. Tait if this is a project the town crews 

would handle on their own or hire out. 

 

Mr. Tait stated that he would seek to hire out the project, due to the 

size of the tree and the equipment required to remove it safely. 

 

Councilman Moore asked to what level of removal is the homeowner 

expecting. 

 

Mr. Tait stated typically they take the tree down to a stump, flush 

with the ground. The homeowner understands the town does not agree to 

grind or remove the stump. 

 

Councilman Ockenden moved to go forward with obtaining bids for the 

tree removal at 1724 Kennedy Road. Seconded by Councilman Moore. All 

present voted “Aye.” 

 

 l. Parking Lot Proposal – Greenwood Park – Tait 

 

Mr. Tait recognized Mr. Valentine for assisting with the formal 

sketch. Mr. Tait stated there have been a number of concerns over the 

years with visitors and sports teams parking off the road onto the 

lawn and sidewalks creating a dangerous situation. Mr. Tait stated 

this lot was originally expanded last year however it’s just not 

enough. At this point we are looking to install an additional parking 

lot on the north end of the park to relieve some parking concerns and 

safety issues. 

 

Mr. Tait stated this could be a seasonal lot, since there isn’t much 

activity at this park in the winter months. He stated a swinging 

locking gate could keep the lot closed in the winter. 

 

Mr. Tait stated the building located at the corner of the proposed 

lot, is actually a utility company pump house. It is not a residential 

property that would be affected by the added parking lot. 

  

Mr. Tait stated he contacted the neighbor that would be bordering the 

new lot. She was supportive of having this added lot rather than 

having cars parking on the side of the road and over the sidewalk. 
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Mr. Tait stated this lot would hold approximately 28 cars. It would be 

gravel with the exception of the paved apron in the right-of-way. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated that part of the proposal is they would 

be looking for the Board to approve no parking signs along Scribner 

Road between Middleton and Embury Roads.  

 

Mr. Tait stated this project would involve the removal of 7 Black 

Walnut trees. 

 

Councilwoman Drawe agrees with the need for additional parking. 

 

Councilman Ockenden asked if this would be a town crew project. 

 

Mr. Tait answered yes, this would be a town crew project. 

 

Mr. Ockenden stated he believes added parking would be a great 

addition. 

 

Councilman Ockenden moved to go forward with the added parking lot and 

the no-parking signs. Seconded by Councilwoman Drawe. All present 

voted “Aye.” 

 

 m. Property Maintenance Bid Summary – Boehl 

 

Supervisor LaFountain did a recap of this bid project. The first 

component was property maintenance. This would include lawn cutting 

and removal of trash and debris. The second component was the 

enclosure of the property. The single bid was Emergency Enclosures. 

Supervisor LaFountain stated the bid was the same as last years with 

the exception of a reduction in the area of haul and roll-off fee. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated in speaking for the team, Emergency 

Enclosure did a more than acceptable job for the town in past. It is 

recommended to award the contract to Emergency Enclosure for property 

maintenance. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated the team received 2 bids for the property 

enclosure portion of the project. Additional information was requested 

of the bidders and will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Councilman Ockenden moved to award the contract for property 

maintenance to Emergency Enclosure. Seconded by Councilman Moore. All 

present voted “Aye.”  A resolution will be prepared. 

 

  

  

VII. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

 

a. Tree plantings at Shadow Pines – LaFountain 
 

Supervisor LaFountain stated he’s had several inquiries from residents 

asking to plant trees in memory of someone or recognition of a special 
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event in someone’s life. Supervisor LaFountain is looking for the 

Board’s guidance in how to proceed with these requests. 

 

Councilwoman Kohl stated it would be best to hold off with plantings 

at Shadow Pines at this point until there is a definite design. She 

suggested possibly looking to other town park locations. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain expressed similar concerns. He stated it would 

be best to hold off until there is a plan so that there wouldn’t be 

the risk of having to move a planting later. 

 

Councilman Moore agreed it would be best to hold off with planting 

dedications at Shadow Pines at this time. 

 

Supervisor LaFountain stated there might be an opportunity for new 

plantings or replacements as Shadow Pines develops. At this time an 

option may be some of the other town parks. 

 

VIII. HELD ITEMS- None 

 

IX.  Old Business – None 

 

X. New Business - None 

 

XI. Executive Session – Real Estate, Litigation and Human Resource 

Matters – None 

 

XII. Next Meeting – Wednesday April 28, 2021 

 

XIII. Adjournment – Supervisor LaFountain adjourned the regular Work 

Session at 8:52 PM  

 

 
Sue Scheidt 

Deputy Town Clerk  


